
 

Trust in the Lord and don’t be afraid. Isaiah 12:2 

School newsletter                   Autumn Term 1 2019 

Dear Parents 

It has been a great start to the year, even though it has felt like a very long term, as we are 
excited about many developments within school.  Most notably this is in the expected         
appointment of a third class teacher for our Year 3 and 4 pupils.  We have had plenty of       
interest in the job advert and we expect to interview in November with the post to start in    
January. 

We have also been really proud of our children and staff in achieving the School Games Gold 
Mark for the first time.  We have always done our best to promote sport and encourage our 
pupils to compete in local competitions but the creation of a sports organiser crew that runs 
daily exercise activities for the whole school adds a new dimension to our offering.  We also 
have to thank parents and grandparents who regularly give up their time to transport children to team events.  
Without their support we wouldn’t be able to compete in as many competitions and our children would miss out. 

From January, we also plan to extend our successful Forest Schools program to our Infant children.  We have 
already seen the enjoyment and progress in Junior children and think that our infants will benefit too.  They will 
be taught in small groups at various points in the year – more details will follow in the new year. 

Paul Wilde, Headteacher 

Please remember we are back to 
school on Tuesday 5th November 
2019 as the 4th is the second of our 
five inset days.  As a reminder other 
inset days are  Mon 6th January 
2020, Mon 20th July 2020 and                              
Tues 21st July 2020 

Your copy of ‘Dates for the Diary’ should 
arrive at the same time as this newsletter.   

Please make sure you keep a copy to hand and 
remember that it is updated at the end of every 
half term.    

As always, dates are subject to change but we 
will endeavor to let you know of any changes 
throughout the term and by issuing a new          

       calendar at the end of each term. 

You can also find a copy on the school webpage by clicking on the 
latest news tab.   

Hello South Darley Primary School.  

Just a brief note to say thank you so much for your Harvest Festival 
contribution to the Jigsaw Food Bank. I was informed that your 

school made a significant contribution to the food bank that was dropped off from your harvest festival and I was 
truly amazed at the volume and content, it was a really fantastic offering.  Please pass on our gratitude to all 
those involved. It was such a beneficial addition to our parless store room and couldn't have come at a more      
opportune moment. Thanks again and kindest regards, Dave Cooke, Jigsaw Foodbank (c/o Church in the Peak, 
Matlock).  
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A Letter 

Often people (quite rightly) knock the church for being hypocritical for 

calling for the highest standards but often falling short itself. The same 
can be said of teachers, parents and even our children. We try to live by 

what is 'right' but often we fall down.  

Christians believe that Jesus can save us. But the Greek word for 'save' 

also means 'to heal'. Jesus When he healed someone or forgave them, he 
always treated that person with dignity and respect. He wanted to bring that person back into the 
community, he wanted people to feel loved and valued etc. Perhaps we need to try to value eve-

ryone we come into contact with - including everyone within our school family.  

So you may not know that St Helen's Church belong to the Inclusive Church Network. This has for 

it's mission statement that everyone will be treated with respect immaterial of sex, sexuality,           
income, age, ethnicity etc...  The church must be a place of encounter and hospitality and          

welcome. I know we fall short but these are our ideals. The church must stand firm in this age of 
being uncivil. We're not perfect and we make mistakes but we must respect each other even if we 

disagree.  

As we move into Winter may the love and warmth of Christ keep you safe and assured of His 

love. I finish with words of Billy Graham : If Christianity is valid, why is there so 
much evil in the world? To this the famous preacher replied, ' with so much 

soap , why are there so many dirty people in the world?' Christianity, like soap , 

must be personally applied if it is to make difference in our lives.' 

Please be very much assured of my prayers and thoughts. 

Revd. Stephen Monk. 

 

Yew Tree Film Club is a not-for-profit community                      

group supported by St Helens Church, specifically                        

a children’s film club in Darley Dale which meets                        

once per month at St Helen’s Church Hall to watch                           

children’s films which are PG or U rated.  Open to                        

all children aged 7 years and over, membership for                         

the year costs only £10 per child or £1.50 per child                         

per session.  Children can bring a maximum of £2                       

to spend at the interval tuck shop.  The club will be running on 16th November 2019, 14th December 2019, 18th 

January 2020, 8th February 2020, 7th March 2020, 4th April 2020, 9th May 2020, 6th June 2020 and the 11th July 

2020.  For further information, please contact Rev Stephen Monk on 01629 734257. 

Our Hastings School/Kolkata links continue Miss Gill and Mrs 
Maynard will be travelling to Kolkata again at the end of January.  They will be 
spending 10 days with the Hastings children and the Cathedral Relief Service 
teachers.  The focus for this visit will be developing the English language skills 
of the children and staff as the phonics resources from the last couple of visits 
have been so successful that some of the children can now read more English 
than they understand!   Both Miss Gill and Mrs Maynard are very excited about 
seeing them all again and developing our schools links.  There will once again 
be a celebration sports event at the end of their visit.  The Hastings children loved this last year and it may be 
their only chance to meet other children and to play somewhere green and safe.  The Derbyshire schools have 
been asked to fund the places for their Kolkata friends so look out for a fundraising event after ChristmasE 
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Playground Refurbishment Update 

Whilst we wait for DCC to clarify what permissions we 

need to overhaul our playground, there are some small 

(but Significant) steps that have already been taken.  

The benches, outside the infant entrance, are ready to 

be replaced with the newly bought recycled plastic 

ones.  Orders have been placed for new signs for the 

school building including ones to create an outside 

reading space/poetry corner.  It is hoped that these will 

be made and installed over the next term once quotes 

for installation have been obtained and approved.  The 

layout of the back playground needs some additional 

thought – during the damp proofing works DCC have 

informed us that the vegetable plots that currently butt 

up to the school building at a raised height have        

contributed to the recently rectified damp wall in the junior classroom and have asked that they be removed/

repositioned. This obviously impacts on the proposed design and we are now working the required changes  

into the new proposals.  If you can help with removing and disposing of the old benches at the front of the 

school, please let the school office know.  Thank you.  

Term Time Holidays   

The Highfields cluster of Primary Schools has a consistent approach        
towards requests for leave of absence. The contents of this article mirror 

that consistent approach throughout Matlock’s Primary Schools. 

In September 2013 the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2013 came into force. These regulations 
make it clear that Headteachers should not grant approval for any 
leave of absence during term-time, including holidays, unless there 
are exceptional circumstances. These regulations also state that          
holidays cannot be authorised retrospectively. We will continue to 
consider any absence requests in accordance with these regulations 
and only approve leave in ‘exceptional circumstances’. Any requests 
for absence should be on the official school absence request form 
and handed into the school office for consideration prior to any 

leave/holiday arrangements being made. 

 
Any requests should be on an official school absence request form 
and handed into the school office for consideration prior to any   

holiday/leave arrangements being made.  

You may be issued with a Penalty Notice should leave be taken which 
is not authorised. If unpaid this could lead to prosecution under       

section 444(1) of The   
Education Act 1996.The 
fixed penalty notice is 
currently £120 per        
parent (reduced to £60 

per parent if paid        
within a specified time 
period) and/or face 

court  action.  

Our Value this term is:             

 

 

We will be thinking about: 

Truth and deception, in the story of Jacob 
who tricked his brother Esau out of his      
inheritance; 

Choosing the truth, even when that is        
difficult, and the consequences of making 
other choices; 

Standing for truth, including the story of 
a young Roman Christian called Lucy who 
was prepared to risk everything to be true to 
her beliefs;  

Seeing the truth, and recognising when 
we might have been mistaken and need to 
have a ‘change of heart’; 

Searching for truth, reflecting on the    
different ways we can understand and       
discover the truth. 
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It has been a busy term for FOSDS.  October saw parents testing their general knowledge in 

the FOSDS Quiz.  Well done to the Hurst family snatching a win with a tight finish of only 1 point between 

1st and 2nd place – who knew that arachibutyrophobia was the fear of peanut butter sticking to the roof of 

your mouth?!!!  The evening was a great way for our new and existing families to get to know each other      

better and have lots of fun! A big thank you to Katie B for producing such wonderful questions.  We have had 

our first cake sale – well done to Kay and family on winning the cake raffle – thank you to all our parents for 

donating some delicious cakes – we were pleased to have received so many and it enabled us to run the sale 

over two days making a total just shy of £75. The last week of term saw us host a Spooky Film night for 

children who stayed on after school to watch ‘Hotel Transylvania 3’.  Children munched and drunk their way 

through popcorn, cheesy puffs and bottles of orange/blackcurrant juice.   Can you help?  Are you good with 

figures?  We are on the hunt for a new treasurer –  It isn’t complicated or time consuming but does need a 

small regular commitment.  Please see Tara or Sara if you think you are the person to help!  Thank you to   

Esther, our outgoing treasurer for her support.  Finally, a date for your diary.  On Thursday 5th December 

from 3:30pm – 5:30pm FOSDS will be holding a Christmas Fayre.  This year the event is taking shape in a 

new format so watch this space!  If you are able to help – even just for 10 

minutes – then please let any member of the committee know – every little bit 

helps!  So….. how is the fundraising being spent?  As well as continuing to save for 

the ‘big’ project (the overhaul of the playground) this term FOSDS have         

purchased sun hats for new children, contributed to house point prizes and              

parties and subsidised transport for trips. 

Thursday 5th December 3:30pmThursday 5th December 3:30pmThursday 5th December 3:30pmThursday 5th December 3:30pm————5:30pm5:30pm5:30pm5:30pm    

Twilight Hours Out of School Club offers Ofsted ‘outstanding’ childcare at a reasonable cost within a relaxed but stimulating environment of 
friendship and creativity.  Children are collected from South Darley Primary School by Oker Travel 
(additional cost £1.50 per child) and taken to Twilight Hours at Darley Churchtown Primary 
School.  As part of our safeguarding procedures parents need to let BOTH South Darley Primary 
School and Twilight Hours know of any changes to agreed attendance so that the school put the 
right children on the bus and Twilight can check they have received the right number of children. 
Where there are discrepancies it is normally because a parent hasn’t informed both                  
establishments of changes and this becomes a safeguarding issue resulting in appropriate action 
being taken to ensure that the whereabouts of the child is know by both establishments.  Please 

make sure you tell South Darley CE Primary School as well as Twilight of any changes.   

Thank you to all our parents for        

continuing to save the Aldi Kit for 

Schools stickers—whilst the poster has 

been taken down in preparation for the junior 

classroom decoration we are still collecting—just 

a few more stickers to go before our poster is 

competed and we can send if off to be 

entered into the draw to win £20,000 

and an exclusive Aldi sports kit! 


